Prayer for Parliament

January 2014

2013 was a year full of significant developments, some less positive
than others! There were setbacks, but there were victories. This New
Year looks likely to be even more demanding of prayerful attention in
view of the approach of the General Election in 2015. Many issues that
have been of deep concern for Christians are not yet completely settled
so in some areas the battle continues. Whatever happens, we must be
alert in our prayers!
Some major issues we could usefully pray into are below.
(Scriptures and model prayers offered may help us to get started.)
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Slavery and Human Trafficking
Many politicians are becoming increasingly concerned at the
continuing occurrence of slavery in its various guises. Some say
there are more slaves in the world now than there were at the time
of Wilberforce. The Home Secretary has announced that a Bill will
be introduced concerning "Modern Slavery" to tackle the rise in
human trafficking and sexual exploitation and such, which leads to
so much human misery. We must pray that the Bill will prove to
have teeth!
Psalm 82:3-4 (NKJV)
Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and needy.
Deliver the poor and needy; free them from the hand of the wicked.
Proverbs 31:8-9 (NIV)
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of the poor and needy.
A starting point for prayer:
Lord of mercy, we cry out to you on behalf of those whose lives are held to ransom by
heartless people who would exploit them and deprive them of their liberty. We
acknowledge that we are all made in Your image and are precious in Your sight. Therefore
we plead with You, Lord Jesus, to come as the Anointed One of God to release the
captives [Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18]! Amen.

Persecution of Christians
A recent debate in Westminster Hall, about the persecution of
Christians in the Middle East, and a later one in the House of
Commons about such persecution around the world, revealed that
many MPs are aware of this awful state of affairs, and willing to
speak out about it.
This nation sends aid to some countries which allow or even
encourage such persecution: surely this gives us some leverage!
We must pray the Government will take notice and act - and effectively - so as to help our
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brothers and sisters in their dire plight. Above all we must pray!
Isaiah 10:1 (NIV)
Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees.
Psalm 145:19 (NIV)
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;
he hears their cry and saves them.
James 2:13 (NIV)
Because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.
A starting point for prayer:
Lord our God, we are told in Your Word to "consider it pure joy whenever we face trials of
many kinds" [James 1:2], and that we should pray for those who persecute us [Matthew
5:44]. Yet we know too that we are to endure if we are to reign with You [2 Timothy 2:12].
Grant our brothers and sisters in Christ the grace to endure persecution, and deliver them
from their oppressors in Your mercy! In the name of Jesus who was Himself persecuted
for us. Amen.

Abortion and the Law
The 1967 Abortion Law is failing to protect unborn children as it
was intended to. Some evidence exists that terminations
sometimes occur on the basis of the sex of the child - often on the
grounds that the mother's mental health would be put at risk if she
had a son or daughter. The Law as it stands does not mention
gender selection, so no Law is being broken. Some terminations
are allowed on the grounds of minor disability, which was clearly not
the intention of the 1967 Law. The Law needs revisiting to make it
clearer. As some premature babies born within the Law's limit for abortion survive: there is
a strong case for reducing that limit.
Psalm 139:13-16 (NIV)
For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
A starting point for prayer: Lord of life, Creator God, who made us all in Your image and
likeness, we call out to You for those who have no voice and are totally defenceless - the
unborn children whose lives are in danger of being thrown away. We pray for those who
are trying to stir debate about the whole abortion issue, and to persuade Parliament to
look again at the Abortion Law. Please grant them success, so that many precious lives
will be saved. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Corruption
Accusations of corruption are frequent these days - cheating with
regard to expenses, and abusing positions of influence for financial
gain. The trust of the British public has been lost and is but slowly
being rebuilt.
Few really understand just how hardworking and devoted many of
our MPs and Peers are, and of the hours of Constituency work an
MP may do, so many revile all politicians as freeloaders and amoral
shirkers! If this nation is to be governed by men and women of integrity, some major
changes are needed, both among the politicians themselves and among those who vote
for them!
Psalm 11:3 (NIV)
When the foundations are being destroyed,
what can the righteous do?
Proverbs 12:21-22 (NIV)
No harm overtakes the righteous, but the wicked have their fill of trouble.
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The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in people who are trustworthy.
Ephesians 5:5-7 (NIV)
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-such a person is an
idolater-has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you
with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are
disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them.
A starting point for prayer: Almighty God, we are instructed to "be subject to the
governing authorities... for the authorities that exist have been established by God"
[Romans 13:1]. May those in positions of authority learn to acknowledge the source of that
authority and get in line with Your will and Your Word. "Righteousness exalts a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any people" [Proverbs 14:34]. Lord, have mercy on this nation, which
in times past has been so clearly blessed by You! For Jesus' sake. Amen!

Northern Ireland
The recent negotiations chaired by American Diplomat Richard
Haass ended on New Year's Eve without reaching a
comprehensive agreement on the very challenging issues of
dealing with the troubled past, flags and emblems and parades and
protests. Each of these issues has proven to be highly contentious
and lack of agreement is holding back plans to build a shared
future. However, progress has undoubtedly been made in the talks
and the five main parties have committed to continuing the
dialogue. There is a great need for healing in Northern Ireland and the redeeming power
of our saviour is the real answer. The breakthrough will come through the power of prayer
and it is essential that praying Christians get behind their political leaders and provide the
spiritual support that is essential for a consensus to be arrived at and reconciliation to
begin.
2 Corinthians 5:18 (NIV)
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation.
James 3:18 (NIV)
Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.
A starting point for prayer: Our Lord, you are a sovereign God and you rule over the
affairs of men. You have a special plan for Northern Ireland and have promised that when
your people who are called by your name, the name of Jesus, will humble themselves and
pray and seek your face and turn from evil, THEN you will hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and heal their land. In humility we repent of the sinfulness that has seen
many dark days in Northern Ireland and we commit ourselves to the ministry of
reconciliation. Heal this beautiful land and its people we pray and bring them into the light
that comes with true peace.
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